BRINGING RAIN TO KAPITI PLAIN 

(BASED ON A NANDI TALE ) 

BY VERNA AARDEMA 

About the tale 

The tale was discovered in Kenya, Africa more than seventy years ago by the famous anthro- 
pologist Sir Claud Hollis. Sir Claud camped near a Nandi village and learned the native language 
from two young boys. He learned riddles and proverbs from the Nandi children, and most of 
the folktales from the Chief Medicine Man. This tale reminded Sir Claud of a cumulative 
nursery rhyme he had loved as a boy in England, and also familiar to us "The House That Jack 
Built." So he called the story "The Nandi House That Jack Built" and included it in his book 
The Nandi - Their Language and Folktales, published in 1909. Vera Aardema has brought the 
original story close to the English nursery rhyme by putting in a cumulative ref rain and giving 
the tale the rhythm of "The House That Jack Built." 
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This is the great 
Kapiti Plain, 

All fresh and green 
from the African rains - 


3^1 cbl cH TJcfj cJTFf if 
TFT TTcR 
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A sea of grass for the 
ground birds to nest in, 


irft 'fjttt ff tt? fTr ^ft 

<sl<ni oFiTrf 


And patches of shade for 
wild creatures to rest in; 


aft ■^TTcT it fft Trf^Tf 
TF'ifi ^HcFJ 


With acacia trees for 
giraffes to browse on, 


^ 'QTrfr cft 
T sTT WrT ftTTFF 


And grass for the herdsmen 
to pasture their cows on. 


3TTT 'iFUcH 7n^-TT%ft 
'FFT% tii'H 









But one year the rains 
were so very belated, 
That all the big 
wild creatures migrated. 



Mcfc TFTeT f^FT tnn 3TFTT 
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aft vHHcH 'JTFT ^T 
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Then Ki-pat helped 
to end that terrible drought - 
And this story tells 
how it all came about! 
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This is the cloud, 
all heavy with rain, 

That shadowed the ground 
on Kapiti Plain. 
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This is the grass, 
all brown and dead, 

That needed the rain 
from the cloud overhead - 



' T nrf l Tft ^fjt 
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The big, black cloud, 
all heavy with rain, 

That shadowed the ground 
on Kapiti Plain. 



■cfpft ft r^<rcboi 
TTF can tr fnr ^ 
cT5t 3Tlit 





These are the cows, 
all hungry and dry, 

Who mooed for the rain 
to fall from the sky; 

To green up the grass, 
all brown and dead, 
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That needed the rain 
from the cloud overhead - 

The big, black cloud, 
all heavy with rain, 

That shadowed the ground 
on Kapiti Plain. 
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This is Ki-pat, 
who watched his herd 
As he stood on one leg, 
like a big stork bird; 



TsTfT ft TTcfj 'qr 

^fcF? cffT PcbMIi 
Tp WTWT cHT 
FT Witf 'itrlT-ItTH' 



Ki-pat whose cows 
were so hungry and dry, 
They mooed for the rain 



ttt^t Tnft 'JT^ri’-wnt 
cfT-cfT ffcFTrft % 

WtT MHI W mm 
cbi'i i'icbl mim 



to fall from the sky; 

To green-up the grass, 
all brown and dead, 

That needed the rain 
from the cloud overhead - 
The big, black cloud, 
all heavy with rain, 
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That shadowed the ground 



on Kapiti Plain. 




A feather that helped 
to change the weather 
It fell near Ki-pat, 
who watched his herd 



■RTcTO cF£T TT 3TFTT 
offi- % W ftTTRTT 
TTlff TTTRrT 3TTf 

cFT# wfrw 3Tlf 



As he stood on one leg, 
like a big stork bird; 

Ki-pat whose cows 
were so hungry and dry, 
They mooed for the rain 
to fall from the sky; 

To green-up the grass, 
all brown and dead, 

That needed the rain 
from the cloud overhead - 
The big, black cloud, 
all heavy with rain, 

That shadowed the ground 
on Kapiti Plain. 
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This is the arrow 
Ki-pat put together, 

With a slender stick 
and an eagle feather; 

From the eagle who happened 
to drop a feather, 

A feather that helped 
change the weather. 
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As he stood on one leg, 
like a big stork bird; 
Ki-pat whose cows 



<sl5l it TTcF tit Tpr 

FFT HcM cffr icbHld 
^§T T^T J 1 1 4l cfjT 
Ft ^IT-FT^ 



were so hungry and dry, 
They mooed for the rain 
to fall from the sky; 

To green-up the grass, 
all brown and dead, 

That needed the rain 
from the cloud overhead - 



TTTF Tflft' ^|of)--UIl4l 
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The big, black cloud, 
all heavy with rain, 

That shadowed the ground 
on Kapiti Plain. 



ej£| H i ^ 
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This is the bow, 




so long and strong, 


cfr 3TTc%TFT cRTTH 
'Ml'O Cdcbsl dvcJl MM 


And strung with a string, 


Mlil SlPl VIM 


a leather thong; 


cFTt ^ W 


A bow for the arrow 


fcFT PchMId % W -^FTT 


Ki-pat put together 
With a slender stick 


ttw, tR- -jfr wjm 
'Jti-sl cJTf chl^l 

TT^T "QoF dl J TT^ Ml -Ml 


and an eagle feather; 

From the eagle who happened 


TTTc^T ^ W ft 31FTT 
% -qisr Rkimi 


to drop a feather, 

A feather that helped 
change the weather. 


Trqf ^ 3nf 
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It fell near Ki-pat, 
who watched his herd 



As he stood on one leg, 
like a big stork bird; 
Ki-pat whose cows 
were so hungry and dry, 



FFT fFTT hft F> FTTT 
FFT IsTfT SIT cffT PcbMIi 
TFT FTFl F7T 
Ft Ftf hFT-FTF‘ 



They mooed for the rain 
to fall from the sky; 

To green-up the grass, 



FTF TTTft ^TsTt-W# 
FT-ft P+i<dl % Tpsrrft 
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all brown and dead, 

That needed the rain 
from the cloud overhead - 
The big, black cloud, 
all heavy with rain, 

That shadowed the ground 
on Kapiti Plain. 



FFf FFt chFch f>t ftf 
TJIsfr Fft FTTT 3TTT T|F 
ftrer^t Ft FFfr Ft 3 tttt 
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"FF FIT F FFT cbHM 
FE f^FT F FT 3FFTF 
filch-M^ FF TTFT hDj 
fFF FRTTT feMId FtT 



This was the shot 
that pierced the cloud 
And loosed the rain 
with thunder LOUD! 

A shot from the bow 
so long and strong 
And strung with a string, 
a leather thong; 

A bow for the arrow 
Ki-pat put together 
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FF EFF WTFT FT Ftp 
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With a slender stick 
and an eagle feather; 

From the eagle who happened 
to drop a feather, 

A feather that helped 
change the weather. 



■farr fcFFTE % W EETFT 
FFT FTFT FT EF FFTFT 

"ftfT eTfT f?T ftf fttft 

TTET FF> fTt FF FTFT 

FREF Fff FRT TT 3TTFT 
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It fell near Ki-pat, 


cTT TsTfT I? TicR ifr tpr 
"FFT HcET cf|T IcbMic: 


who watched his herd 


TFT 7 TPTT cfiT 

' : ttt Ft '^TFr-FTe' 


As he stood on one leg, 


like a big stork bird; 


iTT^f TTTfr ^Isft-WTTt 
FT“FT P-Mdl % ftSTTft 


Ki-pat whose cows 


TsTFT eft M<xli T MH 


were so hungry and dry, 


cbl T i 'srsrnr mim 


They mooed for the rain 


rTRt TTQ-'ZJt qKTHII 


to fall from the sky; 


cTFt TTRT cTF FTT <*>t J 1 1 


To green-up the grass, 
all brown and dead, 


TT^ft TTTTT W ffcRTft 

TT^rt % ^tr wrr -^rt 


That needed the rain 


■mtf Tst chscb cft 
TTTsTt Ftt Tm 3TTT ^ 


from the cloud overhead - 


ffcRT^t cfft tipfr cfct 3TTTT 


The big, black cloud, 


^TTR TTRTt WTT 


all heavy with rain, 


^T cTFT ®n^oT 


That shadowed the ground 


’’Tnt ft f^c^cF < *TT 1 TT 
TTT ®TT^r ft fff ^ 


on Kapiti Plain. 


'fl’idl 3TTTt TTcf 




So the grass grew green, and the cattle fat! 
And Ki-pat got a wife and a little Ki-pat - 



fft istt-ww wr 
ifr f^r ^trcf? trtttt 
fer few % Wf TWIT 




Who tends the cows now, and shoots down the rain, 
When black clouds shadow Kapiti plain. END 
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